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PACIFIC AEROSPACE CORPORATION LIMITED
Hamilton Airport, Private Bag HN3027, Hamilton, New Zealand

Telephone 0-7 843 6144 - Fax 0-7 843 6134
Email - pacific@aerospace.co.nz
Web site - www.aerospace.co.nz

Customer SPS Coatings.
Salt Spray Test ASTM B117.

Test rig endorsed by BOEING.

th7  Sept 2001 
6 degree angle of inclination.
Duration of test 168 hrs continuous.

6 test pieces supplied. One stainless base material retained as a control. one used as control
Base material supplied aluminium alloy .100”  mm thick  11” X 3”.  

Primer Colour Grey. Topcoat Colour White.

Test Piece One
Primer  10.5-11.5 mil       Topcoat 12.1-14.6 mil
Some slight evidence of dust  or solid inclusions in topcoat. No corrosion

Test Piece Two
Primer  9.80-12.7 mil        Topcoat 13.1-15.8 mil
Again inclusions predominantly in the topcoat No corrosion

Test Piece Three
Primer  7.92-9.68 mil        Topcoat 5.51-7.14 mil
Again inclusions predominantly in the topcoat No corrosion

Test Piece Four
Primer  5.28-5.92 mil        Topcoat 7.73-10.7 mil
Again inclusions predominantly in the topcoat No corrosion

Test Piece Five
Primer  9.06-10.9 mil        Topcoat 11.6-15.5 mil
Again inclusions predominantly in the topcoat No corrosion

Test Piece Six
Primer  5.92-6.40 mil        Topcoat 8.52-9.23 mil
One corrosion pit in topcat with ferrous coloured witness possibly caused by contamination of panel 
during spraying.

Overall summary 
It appears the coatings are fairly coarse and this is evident under a 30 X power scope. 
In general the application of these coatings may be acceptable for industrial coatings however they were 
either sprayed in poor conditions or the solids in the paint are very coarse and may benefit from some 
straining through a fine gauze prior to mixing.
These coatings withstood 168 hrs continuous immersion in this harsh environment, with no evidence that 
the coating failed its purpose of corrosion protection of the base material in this case commercially 
supplied aluminium of unknown grade.

Note  :  1 mil = 1 Thausandth of an inch .Used in coating thickness measurements and is not to be confused 
with the abbreviation for millimeter. 

Dave Jordison

Chief Inspector 
Pacific Aerospace Corp Ltd
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